work had been begun on a battery at the extreme
ano-le of the post. In spite of Gubbins' measures the
engineers had not been satisfied that the post was
tenable, and they had therefore built a bridge across
the lane that separated it from the next compound,
so that the garrison might retire to a more central
position if they found themselves hard pressed.
There was a gun on the west face of the northern
corner of the post.
To the north of Gubbins' post were the Slaughter-
houses, a range of low buildings along the west face
which were used for sheep and cattle-pens, for
butchering, and for the Indian servants' quarters.
The racquet court behind the Slaughterhouses had
been filled up with fodder for the cattle.
The Church with its close, which had not yet been
used as a graveyard, stood on low ground at the
north of the west face, commanded by three guns
on the bank behind. There was only a small guard
posted in the Church itself, which had been cleared
to accommodate stores of grain and clarified butter.
The churchyard was reckoned one of the weakest
points in the defences, and indeed the whole of the
western face was likely to suffer from the lack of
flanking fire, fortunately, however, the ground out-
side the works was broken and rugged, sloping away
to a ravine which ran down to join the river Gumjti.
Two batteries had been begun by the- Slaughter-
houses, but were still unfinished at the opening-^f
the siege.
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